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Abstract:

Fducation plays a critical role in women's cconomic cmpowerment.
» ’ most important tool for empowering
women m society. Itis not only limited (o develop the personality of an
dividual but also plays an Important role in economic, social and
cultural development. Women Empowerment is a global issue.
Education s the milestone of women empowerment, because it enables
them to respond to the challenges; to confront their traditional role and

change their life. Hence, we cannot neglect the importance of education
in reference to Women Empowerment.

IFducation 18 considered the

Keywords : Education, Empowerment, Women

Introduction

The concept of women empowerment was introduced at the
international Women Conference at NAROIBI in 1985. Women
empowerment is a global issue and discussion on women political right
are at the fore front of many formal and informal campaigns worldwide.
Education is regarded as important milestone of women empowerment
because 1t enables them to face the challenges, to confront their
traditional role and change their life. Women are an important section
of our society. Education as a means of empowerment of women can
bring about a positive attitudinal change. Education is considered the
most important tool for empowering women in society. Women
constitute almost half of the population in the world. But the hegemonic
masculine ideology made then suffer a lot as they were denied equal
opportunities in different parts of the world. Education of women is the
most powerful tool of change their position in the society. Still large
women folk of our country are illiterate, backward, weak and exploited.
Education also reduces inequalities and functions as a means of
improving their status within the family. Empowerment and capacity
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(o provide force and compuls‘ory cducglmn for ?ll childrep, Uptg :
of 14years has remained unfulfilled ull now. Edllcalion Xpe t cﬁgg
that this failure is mainly due to the slow'proch.'Gs of CdUCa(ionS iy,
oirls. Literacy and educational levels are Increasing for lndian“ . on
;n"ll there 1s gap between male and female literacy rate Whic, Omg,
seen i the following table: Can be

Table — 1: Literacy Rate in Indija
Year | Persons Male Fe;n\a\lé\ )

1901 53 98 | o7 —
1911 59 106 |

192] 7.2 g —
193] | 9.5 156 —
1941 6l 249 o

T 1951 w 16.7 249 ?
*Eéf‘j 240 | 344

1971 95 395 187
198l 362 a69 2438 |
BT T B T B39 | 2

2001 (’ 65.38 | 760 ‘550\“, |

o0 04 w2 j 6546 | |

| 787;07{1;';26.' Census of India (2()71*57‘;“7"‘% ' ; 1

On observing the above table, it is clear that at no point could the

literacy rate of women match that of men. As a result, even after 75

years of independence. women occupy a secondary position in our

. . . . ) '
social hierarchy. Inspire of being aware of her position women cant

. . ~ [
transfer the situation, due (o lack of education. Therefore, womens

empowerment can't be affected unless we persuade the importance of
women's education. ‘
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Women play an imperative role in making a nation progressive and
gurde 1t towards development They are essential possessions of a lively
humanity required for national improvement So. to see 2 bnight future
of women mn our country, giving education to them must be a pre-
occupation Empowerment means moving from a weak position 0
evecure @ power. The education of women 1s the most powerful ool 1o
change the posiion of society. Education also brings a reduction in
wegqualities and functions as a means of improving their status within
the tamily. To encourage the education of women at all levels and for
dilunon of gender bias m providing knowledge and education
established schools. colleges and universities, even exclusively for
women in the state. The education develops the idea of participation in
government. pachayats. public matiers etc for elimination of gender
discmmination. Women empowerment refers to strengthening the
social. economic and educational powers of women. Women
cmpowerment is the empowerment of women which helps them to take
theirr own decision by breaking all personal limitations of the society
and familv. Women education in India plays a very important role in
the overall development of the country.

Educanon is the master key to unlock the door to women empowerment
at the grass root levels. As per the 2011 census, the female literacv rate
m Indiz 1s 63.46 n contrast with the male literacy rate of over 80%. We
have 2 long way to go to bridge the gap just 1n the context of literacy
rate and even that 1s not enough to enhance productivity or obtain. High
paving jobs. but 1s essential for women to pursue higher education.
There are several reasons on role of education in women empowerment
in India.

* Education Liberates : Education liberate the mind and opens it
up to places. people and possibilities we would have never thought
of otherwise. Whether swudying language, history, science or
literature. we are gaining knowledge and educating ourself about
the world. about nature. people. nations and the world works.
Therefore. an educated women 1s liberated woman.

* Education offers independence: As education opens up the doors
to a new enlightened world. 1t enables women to make their own
life choices about anvihing and everything whether it 1s lifestyle.
career. sexuality. life partner. food etc. Education is the kev 1o
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