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Shir, in H ayat *
Urbanization is an ongoing Phenomenon, It i f Populatio
: h
o urban areas and efforts to reduce time and expense in Commuting ; Jrom rural
improving opportunities for jobs, education j

environmental degradation. This increase has been rapid since the middle of the | increasing
which has affected the quality of environment.

population lives in urban areqs
population from 1901 to 20]]. Urbanizatio

‘ development hqg evinced
interest from a wide range of experts. The multidiscins;
interest from ecologists, to

urban planne
administrators and policy makers, i

..I 6 er f T
, thereby showi -4V per cent of Indig

¢ countries have experienced
" urbanization since 1995, wi i ike Africa and Asia experiencing

, the international community
sought to achieve sustainable urban development, which “strives to meet the
Cssential needs of all, without overstepping the limitations of the natural environment.”
It is increasingly difficult to manage this growth in a sustainable way. It is recognised
that over 70 per cent of the growth currently takes
and that 30 per

place outside the formal planning process
cent of urban populations in developing countries are living in slums or

* Assistant Professor, Department of Geography,S.R.A P, College,Bara Chakiya (Bihar)

@ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



e Sodha Pravaha, ISSN 2231-4113, Vol. 10, Issue 11, April 2020

informal scttlements, i.c. where vacant statc-owned or privat‘c land is occupicd-illcgally and ig
used for illcgal slum housing. Even in developed countrics unplanned or 1‘nf0'rm.al urban
development is a major issuc. Urban ccosystems arc the consequence of the intrinsic nature
of humans as social beings to live together. Thus when tl.wf ca.rly humaps cvolved thcy scttled
on the banks of the rivers that dawncd the advent of civilisations. An }nadvcrtcnt INCrease in
the population complimented with creativity, humans were abls: to invent wheel and ﬁr(.;,
created settlements and started lived in forests too. Gradually, with the devc.lopment of their
communication skills by the form of languages through §peech and script, the humang
effectively utilised this to make enormous progress in their life st){lcs. A_ll. this eventually Jeq
to the initial human settlements into villages, towns and then into cities. In the procesg
humans now live in complex ecosystems called urban ecosystems. ‘

An unparalleled population growth and migration, an increased urb;m population and
urbanization are unintentional. More and more towns and cities bloomed with a change in the
land use along the myriad of landscapes and ecosystems found on earth_. Today,' humans can
boast of living under a wide range of climatic and environmental conditions. This has further
led to humans contributing the urban centres at almost every comer of the carth. These urban
ecosystems are a consequence of urbanization through rapid indus:trial centres and bloo;n.ing
up of residential colonies, also became hub of economic, social, cultural, and political
activities.

Apart from this, perhaps the most frightening prospect facing mankind is the rentless
certainty of the explosion of urban populations. Planning Commission, 2008 observes
urbanization as a key indicator of sustainable development. The Eleventh Five-Year Plan
argued that urbanization should be seen as a positive factor in overall development as the
urban sector contributes about 62 per cent of the GDP. There is also a growing realisation that
an ambitious goal of 9-10 per cent growth in GDP fundamentally depends upon a vibrant
urban sector. But the trends and pattern of urbanization in India is improper. The continued
concentration of the urban population in the large cities and existing city agglomeration is
more as compared to the citics of intermediate size which shows a tendency to stagnate,
which is not a proper indicator of urbanization as migration to metropolises is taking place
from these secondary cities.

Urbanization is also contributing significantly to climate change. The 20 largest cities
consume 80 per cent of the world’s energy and urban areas generate 80 per cent of
greenhouse gas emissions worldwide. Thus, the growing concern is that as cities grow larger
environmental stress multiplies. This is because cities are where action is. Cities are the focal
points of opportunities. Hence there is always a movement of population to cities. However,
the implications of rapid urban growth include increasing unemployment, lack of urban
services, overburdening of cxisting infrastructure and lack of access to land, finance and
adequate shelter, increasing violent crime and sexually transmitted diseases, and
environmental degradation. Even as national output is rising, a decline in the quality of life
for a majority of population that offsets the benefit of national economic growth is often
witnessed. Urbanization thus imposes significant burden to sustainable development,

As the 2Ist century begins, growing number of people and rising levels of
consumption per gapita, poverty, and other required infrastructure are often stressing their
environmental settings beyond sustainable development. Poverty is said to be both cause and
effect of environment degradation, The poor people, who rely on natural resources more than
the rich, deplete natural resources faster as they have no real prospects of gaining access to
other types of resources. Poorer people, who cannot meet their subsistence needs through
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imat? . India and ghina. By 2050 oyer 6 billion people, two third:no(l‘ r}rsmly.two Asian
(o t,oWnS and cities. Urbgmzano.n s associated with higher incomes. i manity, will pe
(¥ing ﬂfitcracy’ improved‘ quality of llf§ and other benefits, Yet along Wi’thmg’mved health,
ighe! ental and social ills. Urbanization 'affects the environment in many Waelleﬁts comes
m'modischarge of pollulants and generation of solid/liquid/gaseous wastes ys: 1ts relatlgn
\ﬂltilion with the depletion of natural resources and its relation wi , scoondly, s
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' ‘ th the soci
pulation explosion, pollution, poverty and sustainable development, Wastesomal Costs of
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nessed an increasing trend parallel to the development of industrializaiiorfezgm}i]:j
lnd apid growth of population. The problem has become one of the primary
cm,iwnmental issues. Enorm9u§ amount .of waste 1s generated daily and its management is a
huge task. Similarly, the rapid increase in urbanization combines with

: ; desperate poverty 1o
deplete and pollute local resource basis on which the livelihood of the present gndelr‘utyuue
generation depends. Apart from these, India has major environmental problems related to

ndustrialization also. In the pursuit for faster industrialization, the environmental factors have
| mot been given serious consideration in the formulation of industrial policies. The cavalier
| atfitude towards environmental degradation and adoption of environmentally less friendly
technologies has resulted in air and water pollution and has made most of our major rivers
mpure and filthy. While the major industries are responsible for macro-environmental
problems, the unchecked growth of informal manufacturing sector in most of urban centres
has spoiled the micro-environments. “Nature has enough to satisfy everyone’s need but has
ot enough to satisfy man’s greed. Sadly our over-expanding greed has put us in such
precarious situation. Will we realise it? The policy of industrialization had helped rich to
become richer and poor become poorer. The disparity has widened. It is the democratic
system followed in the country which has forced our policy-makers to think of gromh for all.
That is why we are hearing plans for inclusive growth. Industrialization is not without prce.
According to UN, the main aim of education for sustainable development 15 to COVEr
“onomic, socio-cultural and ecological aspects considering the global dxmensmng.edTl;g
hallenges which are value-based interpretation of sustainable development are requir

. . : of
Present with more emphasize. However, it is difficult to integrate the various aspects
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environment, but its applicability has been extended to wrap almost cach human attempt. The
discussion is a principal element in cducation for sustainable development. Environmental
cducation is the fundamental education to study the sustainable development. In other words
environmental cducation can be ablc to make a path for cducation for sustainablc
development. Any rescarcher who is working for cducation for sustainable development can
support the mode of lifc explained by value based intcrpretation of sustainable development,
In the Jast decade, the education for sustainable development has been accepted as a main
policy which is the utmost need of the day for cach statc or country. Morcover, the sustainab|e
development has gained the due attention on international forum not only by rescarchers of
environmentalists but also by the chicfs of several countrics.

Sustainable development is a pattern of using natural resources in such a way which
provides regular individual requirements considering the preservation of the environment for
coming generations. Sustainable development is the development which mects the needs of
the present without compromising the ability of future gencrations to mect their own necds.
Conclusion ' : .

Urbanization is a process taking place globally intertwined with sustainable
development. The urban global tipping point was reached in 2017 when for the first time in
history over half of the world’s population 3.3 billion people were living in urban areas, It is
estimated that a further 500 million people will be urbanized in the next five years and
projections indicate that 60 per cent of the world’s population will be urbanized by 2030. This
rush to the cities, caused in part by the attraction of opportunities for wealth generation and
economic development, has crcated the phenomenon of ’megacities’: uyl?an arcas with a
population of 10 million or more. This incredibly rapid growth of megacities causes severe
ecological, economical and social problems.
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